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This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press. My grandfather served in World War I -coming home from the trenches hating war and everything related to it. My father served in World War II -coming home with a different, somewhat more positive, reaction, but largely because he managed not to be sent into combat. In 1971, I went before my draft board arguing that I should be exempted from military service in the Vietnam War on the grounds that I was conscientiously opposed to the Vietnam War. Because I was raised Catholic, and because I was only opposed to some wars, I declared myself to be a "selective" conscientious objector. Then after making my case, and to my surprise, the draft board granted my request. But to my even greater surprise the draft board members asked me if I was conscientiously able to serve in the medical corps in Vietnam, rather than to stay stateside and work in a hospital, in lieu of serving in the military. I agreed to serve in the medical corps but for unrelated reasons (I had a very bad case of acne) I was never asked to serve overseas. These experiences have colored my view of serving in wars for my entire adult life. I have nothing but admiration for those who feel that it is their patriotic duty to serve in war or in peace, both those who carry weapons and those who do not. In this book, I discuss selective conscientious objection, and the form of pacifism that would support such a position as I tried to articulate before my draft board. In general, I try to provide a coherent account of this form of pacifism and what are the best arguments that I can construct in its favor. 
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